
Hewitt-War'e 
,-

Feed & Supply -Co. 
A family business serving Mob,tgomery 

County farmers for three generations. 

Back in the early years our he lp inclu ded, from left, Frosty Wilton, John McClain , Lee VanAlstine, 
Woody Stephe nson, Frank Ware, Dude Cress, Charles Newport and Bill Cooper. 

Agriculture's greatest changes 
have happened in the last half-century. 
The people of Hewitt-Ware have been 
leaders in helping farmers meet 
and prosper with change. 
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It a ll began with the Ware brothers 
in 1915 . . . 

- -:5iIl. ~~;,=. : 9 : 5.. Frank Ware, whose 
=:''"l:;;:sx:rs ~:Ji" =- ~= -?-,z: ~e \.Vare's Grove set-

==<.s..al a feal and supply 
.z:::re:s 0: rus family have con-

I. --~:'.:: : :..si"J2:SS str:ce then. 
-a;: bt:z: ~ s-..n:essful farmer in Butler 

"'" severe 1913-14 drouth, 
_~ ;".- c Republicans' brand of farm 

To .::o--e ::z:nn near ruined me," he 

!:X. - -c; ::r-:x:..z Roy rented the old Jim 
.:c. ?.a--nc::: S~e€l and a feed store 

~ ~- ~.e.c:seC. and operated the C.B. 
"_==, ~ - 3~ 'iiI.:.h Roy in charge of the 
-:..-=""'" ~ - :925. :J..:hen Roy sold his interest 

~ - '15 ~ : :no~;ec :0 Florida during that 
~s ':occ:. 

c:..r-r.:z 3erS"oE 01 Nokomis bought half-
-~ - - crc :e.ed OOsiness in October 1925, 
~ sz. _ ~ :E .:.DI.-:lpany was operated. as Ware 
.!,.-...:: 3c:r-:~- c.. - Co :':1 1931 the company was 
:: 3;e:::l2E. o?:C "?,::::;J.aJ Barnstable-Ware Feed and 

Supply, the name it bore for nearly a quarter-century. 
In 1936 Barnstable-Ware Feed & Supply Co. 

opened a newly constructed grain elevator and handling 
plant, fronting on Broad Street, and remodeled its feed 
store sales and display rooms on Berry Street. A grand 
opening advertisement described the new electrically 
operated plant as "the latest word in equipment for the 
rapid, convenient and efficient serving of farmers who 
have gra in to sell or want to buy grain and feeds." 

Barnstable·Ware was retailer and wholesaler of 
Ful-O-Pep Feeds, Wayne Feeds, poultry supplies, Ball­
Mason fruit jars, Morton salts, fencing and barbed wire , 
binde r twines, agricultural limestone, Swift and Corn· 
pany's tankage and fertilizers, and was a large distributor 
of Mother's Best, Big Time, Enterprise, Master Loaf and 
Gold Medal flours, and Godchaux's pure cane sugar . 

With World War II carne heavy demands on the 
farmers of this community to produce more food for the 
war effort. Barnstable-Ware helped farmers meet these 
demands by becoming large suppliers of commercial fer­
tilizers and hybrid seeds . 

.. --' 
~,,\ ... 

.... . -

"'.:. ... 

Frank Ware in 1938_ 

-- ,..r~ ... ~~ 
tI@ ' \ . 

'­
< 

Historical Society of Montgomery County Illinois - http://History.MontgomeryCo.com
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Then Roy joined • • n . 
Roy Hewitt, an rowa native who was reared in 

northern Illinois. pined his fatheT-in-law's business in 
1940. He had been engaged in active farming for him­
self for 10 years, and during that time had also been a 
rural school teacher and principal, teacher and coach of 
upper grades at Manlius, in Bureau County, for eight 
years before marrying Miss Jessie Ware of Hillsboro on 
Sept. 3, 1938. In 1941 he purchased the William Speiser 
poultry business, next door to Barnstable-Ware, and 
managed it in addition to his work with his father -in-law. 

The first load of red top 
seed to leave the county left 
Barnstable·Ware in 1941 for 
Schultz Seed Co. Workers in · 
c1uded Frank Ware, Roy Hewitt, 
Wayne Beatty, Lee VanAlstine, 
William Cooper and Woody 
Stephenson. 

• • 
After Frank Ware's unexpected death in 

November 1945, Roy purchased his father-in-Iaw's stock 
and assumed full management of the family business. 
During the latter part of that decade he was among the 
county's first farm businessmen to promote and supply 
pesticides and herbicides to improve crop production. 

Roy soon recognized the increasing demand fOT 
better grain-handling facilities, and in 1950 convinced his 
company's board of directors to build a new elevator in 
Taylor Springs. That 50,000 bushel elevator, completed 
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Ed and Richard came, too. • • 

in 1951, allowed farmers to dump grain with a minimum 
loss of time. Two years later, the Taylor Springs facility 
was enlarged to accommodate another 20,000 bushels, 
and the Coffeen elevator was purchased from Albert 
Carlock. 

liquid fertilizers were first sold by Barnstable­
Ware Feed & Supply Co. in 1952, and the company was 
first in the county to operate a liquid suspension fertilizer 
blending plant. 

Roy's brother-in-law, Ed Ware, joined the family 
business in 1953. Ed held bachelor's and master's 
degrees in physical education and had taught science 
and coached basketball at Olney High School for two 
years. 

Clarence Barnstable withdrew from the company 
in 1954, and its name was changed to Hewitt-Ware 
Feed & Supply Co. 

Richard Hewitt, Roy's oldest child, joined the finn 
in 1959 after one year of college. He operated the Don ­
nellson elevator, purchased by Hewitt-Ware in 1965, for 
14 years before assuming his present management of 
the Taylor Springs facility. 

In early 1960 the Ed Ware, Roy Hewitt, Macon 
T oberman company also purchased elevators at 

WITH 

HONEGGERS' 

Fillmore and Bayle City. Ed Ware managed both 
facilities for nearly two decades, when he and his sons­
in-law, Bob Pollard and Dany Baker, bought full interest 
in the two elevators. 

The main elevator of Hewitt -Ware's Taylor 
Springs business burned to the ground Aug. 20, 1962. 
Loss of the 75-foot tall structure and thousands of 
bushels of stored com and soybeans totaled ebout 
$200,000. 

The elevator was soon rebuilt, and a new office 
building was added, allowing Hewitt-Ware to move all of 
its business from the Berry Street location. In 1969 that 
property was sold to the City of Hillsboro for parking lot 
expansion. A feed mill, seed cleaning and processing 
equipment were installed at the Taylor Springs elevator, 
and more recently , a large garage building was erected 
to house grain hauling trucks and spraying equipment. 

Four years ago Roy Hewitt retired from active 
management of Hewitt-Ware Feed & Supply Co. At that 
time the Donnellson elevator was sold so that Richard 
Hewitt could assume full responsibility of the Taylor 
Springs business. Coffeen Grain Co., which continues as 
part of the Hewitt-Ware firm, is managed by Mark 
Voyles. 

Early in 1953 Frank Ferguson (back to camera) was waited on by Roy while Ed Ware took care of Ray Towell. Roy 
Ware is in the background. 
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Leaders in the sale 0/ insecticides 
and herbicides to improve 
Montgomery County crops. • • 

Eustace Payne, in 1950, spra ying a clover field for grasshoppers. 

Grasshopper infestation on George Brohammer's corn field. 

In the late 1940s Hewitt-Ware Feed & Supply 
became one of the oounty's first to promote and sell 2-4-0. 
And they were loca1 pioneers in offering a crop spraying 
service. 

A grasshopper plague in 1950 devastated hundreds 
of acres of Montgomery County fields. Hewitt·Ware's 15-
foot sprayer, attached to a sma11 Ford tractor, helped many 
farmers that year save their crops. 

Hewitt -Ware was among the first in the county to 
sell liquid fertilizer, beginning in 1952, and was the first to 
install a liquid suspension fertilizer blending plant at its 
elevator in Taylor Springs. 

From left: Hal Whitten, a DuPont Chemical salesman , Roy Hewitt, Clarence Barnstable and Earl Martin 
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Hewitt-Ware 

Chick Days 1951-1961 
For ten years. 1951~61, Montgomery County far~ 

mers always came to Hillsboro in late February for Hewitt­
Ware's Chick Day. In one year alone, 20,000 live chicks 
(Honegger Cockerels) were given free to families who pur­
chased chick starter feed. 

Dozens of prizes were always awarded, including 
live calves and dogs, electric fencers and fence posts, seeds, 
feeds and fertilizer. There was live musical entertainment 
and radio broadcasts, and visitors were treated to coffee, 
donuts, cheese and crackers. 

The customer making the largest purchase on 
Chick Day was given a new Easter outfit (man's or 
woman's) from a Hillsboro apparel store. 

----
_ -..:c.:" Days also included a calf or two pictured here with , fr om left, J ake Kimbro, Charles Groh. Roy Hewitt, Ed Baran , 

,-==:::_= -ial.'itt and Fred Lehnert. 
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Q;\LY SlTPL Y Llt\llTED 

FREE ... 20,000 Chicks Free! -MUSIC-
~II1U Entertainment by 

Coffee 
Donuts 
Cheese and Crackers 

The fi rst 20n F:J.nl ilic~ who RcgistCl' Satun.b) 
wi ll rcce;ve 100 I loncggcr Cockerels wilh the 
purch~sc 01 100 pounds of Chick Starler on [he 
Jay the chicks aTc picked up a\ our Slore. 

B e SIIrr T o Rl'tisif'l- as SilO" 115 

r UII E"Ur II"" S IOI"t 

Pick U p Dales 
March 1. 10, 14. 17, 21, 24, 28 and 31 

April 4, 7. 1I . I'. 18. 21 and 28 
May 5 and 1.2 

Robert Hastings 
" 'l th .I nc Greenwellll.nd Hi$ Sunset 

Valle)' IJo~'$ und Gi rJ~. 

To Everyone Alfer 10 o.m. Free Attendance & Registration Prizes 
Fe:lturinl! Sehucks Austill, J'.1t'l'or of 

DC"il's Elbow 

Laugh With Dave Hear Pete 
Prizes " Iii :';::; a.m. 
I' I 'izc~ al <):~J .I .LI!. 
I"';" <:s a[ W;.Wa.lll. 
Prj", ... " a \ I!: I;'; n.m. 
I' ri ,,"cs a( I p.m. 
f' ri~.::s ,,[ 1,:>0 fU ll . 

f' ,.i7. ~s :lt 2: 15 p."' , 
I" -;"',",s:: \ .> n.:n. 

" .. , .. ... "." ..... , .. 
" .,,,,_,_,, I . ,." 

\~:~;/~~;~>:.:::7~ :~~:-. - ' 
''' '' ..,, 1. ' ' "" . 1. " " ,.,. 
" .,." , ... • 
, •... , '--'-" 
;" : ::~;: :~:';i~,::~;L" ;\ ." , 

n avc C ''''Jd[,y 
of Litchfield 

t\ lasler 0 1 
Cc~c'nonic s 

Fo rm Ad m or 

Mr P'1.<non 'l wotldy 
WS!I!I pr~g,.. n' w,n ~T' g· 
ino,~ ill <U;' .toN) at noon 

Chick Day Premiums For Your Cash Purchases 
Cuslamer Buys I? TOil r;;<!tl-

I'HI·:" - 2·: I,j ;~·:. , ... , S l:,rI ) ~ ..: Sla'''· 
I", Sted ' '-"hle \',,,·c. 

Customer Buys I Ton Feed -
FlH': I-:_CJ",i~c,,1 .'0. H .\Iuminll'" 

SC'M'p. $ J1U KJ I Jr. Sulshllr ~ 
" r",lncts. Electric SlOe\. .. 
I'r",1 " ,' Pre·Cooked Ilam. 

Customer Buys 5 Tons Feed -
1 : I(I ~E- II"mi l l"n 1k.~ ,cI , EIo."Ct ri c 

T"'Istcr n,' \Veller Sabrc S,,,,. 

Customer Buys 10 Tons Feed-
FHEE- Il nne;!:':~'· i"S.hu~hcl I I,,:.: 

Fccder. 

Customer GIlYS :;0 Doses Pig inm -
I"HEI': -(;~ ; In Doses h ec 

Purchase of Fen<:e-O-Matic Weerl Chopper 
FREE- H)() Insli lulOrs. 

Customer Buys I-lb. D-Con or Diphacin-
I'HEE_ Onc 1'01;]" 01 .Jersey elm·c,. 

Purchase Chr~ Cut Mower -
<lETS Ten Pcrcent Disco,,,,!. 

Customer Buys Honegger Hog House -
FHEE- 50·lhs. I' il! St,,"ler fo r c.,ch 

pen. 

Buy ~ (, ' of Liquid or urI F~rtilizer -
1':( ,'.1': _(:1>";",, ,i p,,;,' " I I""l l ,~,' 

::1", '" .;:' \·Ii,. l .imlan" s~ ... ,1 
c" n, Irc:lIc'·. 

Customer Buys Bushel Field Seed -
FHI·:I', __ ln"eu l"t ;"',. 

Buy 500·Lb. Big H or Corno Starter-
I "HI~ I ·:-4·FI. Chick l.'e"o.1" ... 

Buy Fairbanks-Morse Water System -
FHEE_ 5·F\. I I}"Jnull. 

Buy Roll Woven Wire Fence-
I.'HEE- 5· lhs. St ~l 1' IeS. 

Buy Ortho Double Granular Applicator-
FHI~E-I',·"·Cn"",,d I lum. 

Be .lIte to lun. in 00 Our ~ro.>.d""l1 dllrina: I'" day ~vor WSMI Radio. nf~ld.UI Tu".: 
9:M 10 9 :30 L.rn, 10 :00 1.0 10:30 a.m., 11.3:1 L~ 12 : 1~ ".In., 12:30 10 1 p.m •. 2 :30 10 3 p .m 

F or Com,Dl t te Fum l "fImllOlI.n And Sopp!! ... y~u Con Depend On 

.--.,.,, ", ... .. HEWITT-WARE 
FEED &. SUPPLY COMPANY 

lIcrry Strect Phonc KE 2·3936 Il iJJ,;.bnro 

' ,". ~ '~" -"-
, .... , ' ''''' , .... 
", .... , .. ~ "-, COFFEEN GRAIN COMPANY 

-",,~. ' .... , .. " . ."." 

Cuy Oriho Single Applicator-
FHEE- 2-4 ·Picc(,: S~L Slarl ),le Sluin· 

Ic"!; T:,hJ ~ "'~l ~e. 

Customer Buys 2S-Lb. Tasty Dog Food-
FHI·:I·:- Onc ))"j.( I.e'lsh. 

I " I{I·] ~ .. ()nh .. (;nm u1;, ,· .\1'1'I;cUlo,· 
T" I'cr~"" BU}ln~ Hi;:!!"" t Dollar 
V"III U1e Gf Orl),,, Chcmicltls. 

Sherwin· Williams 

PAINT SALE 
BUY One Il~n _ ADJ SilO 

Al RefUlor Price _ GoL 

Ste.nd For OM Cent. 

CHOICE or 
$65 Botany 
Man·sSuit 

Ir01l1 J im 's $t)'1c 
Shop 

165 Easter Oudn 
from Yoflic's Style 

S hop 
to customer makinll 

largest doli!!r 
"oluml: purchase Chick Day Speci~ls Also Good at Coffeen Grain Co. on Salur(!"y 

Phone 29 C offeen ,.,. ~;;'~';.,"'..!',:,;~-~:,:: ;:'~'. ,::,:,: ,::;;"",:~'~~~ '~' .: :;:":';-::; ~~~:;;','::::':!;;.::.~~"". O n C hi.,k Day 

Chick Days 19611 
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Two major fires in 20 years . • • 
Hewitt-Ware has recovered from huge financial 

losses in wo major fires in the past two decades. On 
.:.-----S 20, 1962 the maln Taylor Springs elevator burned 
C ::1e ground. The midnight fire apparently started in 

• '"l2 com cob room and moved qUickly up the wooden 
- ' 200< 01 the 75-loot tall structure. About 40,000 
,::..;s~ of stored soybeans and com were destroyed. 

The elevator was rebuilt soon thereafter, 
~ its storage capacity to 150,000 bushels. At the 
~ t::Ile a new office building was erected, a ll owing 

the company to move all its business records and retail 
display area from Berry Street in Hillsboro to the Taylor 
Springs property . 

In 1980 the Hewitt-Ware warehouse on School 
Street was totally destroyed by fire. Because of the 
hazardous insecticide and herbicide chemicals stored in 
that warehouse, the company suffered enormous clean­
up expenses as required by EPA, in addition to the in­
ventory loss. 
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Our Coffeen facility . 
Coffeen Grain Company was purchased by 

Hewitt·Ware Feed & Supply Co. in 1953 from Arthur 
Carlock. In recent years it has been enlarged to become 
the firm's largest facility with storage capacity of 160,000 

Some of Hewitt·Ware's rolling stock. 

• • 
bushels, and a new office bUilding was also erected. 

The business was operated for more than 25 
years by Joe and Pearl Herman of Coffeen, who retired 
in 1980.ll is now managed by Mark Voyles. 
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Our Taylor Springs facility . • • 

The Taylor Springs elevator became the 
headquarters of Hewitt-Ware Feed & Supply Co. in the 
early 1960s. After the August 1962 fire that destroyed 
the main unit , the company built a larger, 150,000 
bushel-capadty elevator, a separate office building and a 
liquid suspension fertilizer blending plant, the first in 
Mootgomery County. 

Eight years ago a shed was erected to house the 
fum's rolling stock, which includes three large hopper-

-

bottom hauling trucks, four flotation -tired spray trucks 
and two smaller spray outfits, and numerous other 
vehicles. 

Hewitt-Ware's Taylor Springs fadlity now offers 
complete agricultural services -- seed clea ning, 
processing and storage; grinding and mixing; fertilizer 
blending; crop spraying; wholesale and retail sales of 
seed, feeds, fertilizer, insecticides, he rbicides and many 
other farm products and supplies. 
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Richard and Roy Hewitt in 1981. 
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ewitt-Ware poem 

..... _I-,Ko .... eJl Sparks for our Christmas party in 1954 

=:::2 "ill grind your feed. 
0..1: grain and clean your seed . 

. ~ OJ, chicks and cull your hens. 
- ;':o'legger Feed they fill your bins . 

. OJ make gardens grow 
~;; ~·ou wtth Vigoro. 

~_"ound your farm with a barricade 
·2-ce which U.S. Steel made. 

-'=. 5-~ : :..'e water for each cow and horse 
:e. ::r-c:-c new pump by Fairbanks Morse. 

- :e. ?;-,,;-n er Brooder they warm your Brood 
~?XX- :ock·Gro supplies them wtth food. 

= ~ -" ~-: will brighten your home 
:.e ;>roud that it is your own. 

,,= produce a lot of feed 
__ :: ,-: funks Hybrid quality seed. 

- ~-=-;:)-3;.r house out on your farm 
• cC;: :.'1ose little chickens warm. 

: _ ~a.e a lot of eggs to sell 
__ ..: Xlxes are full of Oyster Shell. 

:...?" :::. ·are will supply your needs 
-- -z-;:e or paint or seeds or Feeds. 

:::0- ;.-...'; ;>olic~· rhey will never swerve 
-:-:-2C: ;-n0..'0 is -We like to serve". 

This book published August, 1981 
by The Hillsboro and Montgomery County NEWS . 

• 

I 
. ~ . 

'J 
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