Hewitt-Ware
Feed & Supply Co.

A family business serving Montgomery
County farmers for three generations.

Back in the early years our help included, from left, Frosty Wilton, John McClain, Lee VanAlstine,
Woody Stephenson, Frank Ware, Dude Cress, Charles Newport and Bill Cooper.

Agriculture’s greatest changes

have happened in the last half-century.
The people of Hewitt-Ware have been
leaders in helping farmers meet

and prosper with change.
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It all began with the Ware brothers

in1915. ..
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Frank Ware in 1938.

Supply, the name it bore for nearly a quarter-century.

In 1936 Barnstable-Ware Feed & Supply Co.
opened a newly constructed grain elevator and handling
plant, fronting on Broad Street, and remodeled its feed
store sales and display rooms on Berry Street. A grand
opening advertisement described the new elechically
operated plant as “the latest word in equipment for the
rapid, convenient and efficient serving of farmers who
have grain to sell or want to buy grain and feeds.”

Barnstable-Ware was retailer and wholesaler of
Ful-O-Pep Feeds, Wayne Feeds, poultry supplies, Ball-
Mason fruit jars, Morton salts, fencing and barbed wire,
binder twines, agricultural limestone. Swift and Com-
pany’s tankage and fertilizers, and was a large distributor
of Mother’s Best, Big Time, Enterprise, Master Loaf and
Gold Medal flours, and Gedchaux's pure cane sugar.

With World War Il came heawy demands on the
farmers of this community to produce mere food for the
war effort. Bamstable-Ware helped farmers meet these
demands by becoming large suppliers af commercial fer-
tilizers and hybrid seeds.
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Then Roy joined in . . .

Roy Hewitt, an lowa native who was reared in
northem llinols, joined his father-in-law’s business in
1940. He had been engaged in active farming for him-
self for 10 years, and during that time had also been a
rural school teacher and principal, teacher and coach of
upper grades at Manlius, in Bureau County, for eight
years before marrying Miss Jessie Ware of Hillsboro on
Sept. 3, 1938, In 1941 he purchased the William Speiser
poultry business, next door to Barnstable-Ware, and
managed it in addition to his work with his father-in-law.

The first load of red top
seed to leave the county left
Barnstable-Ware n 1941 for
Schultz Seed Co. Workers in-
cluded Frank Ware, Roy Hewitt,
Wayne Beatly, Lee VanAlstine,
William Cooper and Woody
Stephenson.

After Frank Ware's unexpected death in
November 1945, Roy purchased his father-in-law’s stock
and assumed full management of the family business.
During the latter part of that decade he was among the
county’s first farm businessmen 1o promote and supply
pesticides and herbicides to improve crop production.

Roy soon recognized the increasing demand for
beiter grain-handling facilities, and in 1950 convinced his
company’s board of directors to build a new elevator in
Taylor Springs. That 50,000 bushel elevator, completed
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Ed and Richard came, too . . .

in 1951, allowed farmers to dump grain with a minimum
loss of time. Two years later, the Taylor Springs facility
was enlarged to accommodate ancther 20,000 bushels,
and the Coffeen elevator was purchased from Albert
Carlock.

Liquid fertilizers were first sold by Bamnstable-
Ware Feed 8 Supply Co. in 1952, and the company was
first in the county to operate a liquid suspension fertilizer
blending plant.

Roy’s brother-in-law, Ed Ware, joined the family
business in 1953. Ed held bachelor's and master’s
degrees in physical education and had taught science
and coached basketball at Olney High School for two
years.

Clarence Barnstable withdrew from the company
in 1954, and its name was changed te Hewitt-Ware
Feed & Supply Co.

Richard Hewitt, Roy’s cldest child, joined the firm
in 1959 after one year of college. He operated the Don-
nellson elevator, purchased by Hewitt-Ware in 1965, for
14 years before assuming his present management of
the Taylor Springs facility.

In early 1960 the Ed Ware, Roy Hewitt, Macon
Toberman company alse purchased elevators at

Ware is in the background.

Filmore and Bayle City. Ed Ware managed both
fadilities for nearly two decades, when he and his sons-
in-law, Bob Pollard and Dany Baker, bought full interest
in the two elevators.

The main elevator of Hewitt-Ware’s Taylor
Springs business burned to the ground Aug. 20, 1962.
Loss of the 75foot tall structure and thousands of
bushels of stored com and soybeans totaled about
$200,000.

The elevator was soon rebuilt, and a new office
building was added, allowing Hewitt-Ware to move all of
its business from the Berry Street location. In 1969 that
propery was sold to the City of Hillsboro for parking lot
expansion. A feed mill, seed cleaning and processing
equipment were installed at the Taylor Springs elevator,
and more recently, a large garage building was erected
to house grain hauling trucks and spraying equipment.

Fow years ago Roy Hewitt refired from active
managernent of Hewitt-Ware Feed & Supply Co. At that
time the Donnellson elevator was sold so that Richard
Hewitt could assume full responsibility of the Taylor
Springs business. Coffeen Grain Co., which continues as
part of the Hewitt-Ware firm, is managed by Mark
Voyles.
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Leaders in the sale of insecticides
and herbicides to improve

Montgomery County crops . . .

In the late 1940s Hewitt-Ware Feed & Supply
became one of the county’s first to promote and sell 2-4-D.
And they were local pioneers in offering a crop spraying
service.

A grasshopper plague in 1950 devastated hundreds
of acres of Montgomery County fields. Hewitt-Ware’s 15-
foot sprayer, attached to a small Ford tractor, helped many
tarmers that year save their crops.

Hewitt-Ware was among the first in the county to
sell liquid fertilizer, beginning in 1952, and was the first to
install a liquid suspension fertilizer blending plant at its
elevator in Taylor Springs.

o | : i
From left: Hal Whitten, a DuPont Chemical salesman, Roy Hewitt, Clarence Bamstable and Earl Martin
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Hewitt-Ware
Chick Days 1951-1961

For ten years, 1951.61, Montgomery County far-
mers always came to Hillsboro in late February for Hewitt-
Ware’s Chick Day. In one year alone, 20,000 live chicks
{Honegger Cockerels) were given free to families who pur-
chased chick starter feed.

Dozens of prizes were always awarded, including
live calves and dogs, electric fencers and fence posts, seeds,
feeds and fertilizer. There was live musical entertainment
and radio broadcasts, and visitors were ireated to coffee,
donuts, cheese and crackers.

The customer making the largest purchase on
Chick Day was given a new Easter ouffit {man’s or
woman's) from a Hillsboro apparel store.
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"k Days also included a calf or two pictured here with, from left, Jake Kimbro, Charles Groh, Roy Hewitt, Ed Baran,
== Sowit and Fred Lehnert.
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Don’'t Miss Hewitt-Ware's 10th Annual

CHICKDAY®

FREE...

Coffee
Donuts
Cheese and Crackers

To Everyone Atter 10 a.m.  FIr@@ Attendance & Registration Prizes
Laugh With Dave

Tie Hrssan A

Chick Day ‘Premiums For You; Cash Purchases

Customer Buys ' Ton f22d —

FRIEE -2

Customer Buys 1 Ton Feed —

IFREE —Choice of No. 4 Mluminum
Scaop, $HLAD Dr. Salshury

Preducts.  Eleetrie Stoch
Prod or Pre-Cooked lam.

Customer Bays 5 Tons Feed —
FREE—] Lunilton Beach  Electrie
Touster or Weller Sabre

S,

Customer Buys 10 Tons Feed —

FREE—]Yongiser
FFeeder.

I5-bushel  Hog

Blaruss Vemr Faoy Fredtens
Wil G of Thees

Company Representalives:

Berry Street

Phomne 29

V.l Feydieee

aturday, Feb. 25

Doors Open At 8 A M,

ONLY

20,000

The first 20 Eumilies swho Register Saturday
will receive 100 Honegger Cockerels with the
purchase of [0 pounds of Chicl Starter on Lhe

day the chicks are picked up at our store.

SLUPPLY LIMITED

Chicks Free!

Be Sure To Register as Sean as
Yore Fanrer the Store

Pick U'p Dates
March 7. 10, 14, 17, 21, 24, 28 and 31
April 4,7, 11, 14, 18,31 and 28
May 5 and 12

— MUSIC—-

and Entertuinment by

Robert Hastings

With dne Greenwell and His Sunset
Valley Boyvs und Girls.

-t i iy,

Customer Duys 50 Doses Pig Iron —

FRT -Get W Doses [-ree.

Purchase of Fence-0-Matic Weed Chopper
FREE—=100 Lnsulators.

Customer Bugs 1-1b. D-Con or Diphacin—

FREE—One puir of Jersey Gloves,

Purchase Chris Cat Mower —

GETS Ten Pereent Discount.

Custemer Buys Honegger Hog House —
FREE—50-1bs. Pig Starter for cach
pen.

Be sure to tune m on owr broadeasts during the day over WSBI Radia. Broadesst Time:
9:05 Lo 2:30 am,, 10:00 1o 10:30 anw, 11°35 ta 12:15 p.m., 12:90 10 1 p.m,. 2:30 10 3 pam,
For Gomplete Farm Informotion And Sopplies, You Can Depend On

HEWITT-WARE

FEED & SUPPLY COMPANY

Phene KE 2-3936

1lillsbore

COFFEEN GRAIN COMPANY

Chick Day Specials Also Good at Calfeen Grain Co. on Salurday
Coficen

P bl b st Ve ol

Ve s gL

b Hidh .
at Y30 wan.
s ul W3
sat 11:15 aan.
at | opan.

ap |z 1ll Pt

Here are a

Buy se: of Ligwd or vy Fertilizer —
it —Choiee 1§ of leather
mloves ¢ . Lindang seesl

=
coern Lraeler,

Customer Buys Bushel Field Seed —

FREL ~Inoseulation.

Buy 500-Lb. Big H or Corne Starter —

FREE—4-F1. Chick Ieeder.

Buy Fairhanks-Morse Water System —
FREE--5-171 Hydveant,

Buy Roll Woven Wire Fence —

FREIE—5-1bs. Stuples,

Buy Ortho Double Granular Applicator —

FREE—Pre-Coshed [Ham.

Chick Days 1961!

Thve Unnaday
af Litehfield
Master Of 1

Ceremonices

IFeaturing Schucks Austin, Mayor of
Diaveil's 1Elbeny

Hear Pete

Fzarl [D. Peterson
Farm Adwaer
Petersgn’s  weekly
will orig.
storo &l noon.

WSMI progrant
inate i car

Duy Ovtho Smgle Applicator —
FREE—24.Picee Sel Swarlyte Stain-
less Tableware.

Cusiomer Buys 23-Lb. Tasty Dog Food —
IFRELE—0One Dog |eash.

FREX —Orthe Granular Applicator
To Persun Buying Bijgest Dollar
Valume ef Ortha Cheneitls,

Sherwin-Williams

PAINT SALE

BUY One Can — Any Bize
At Begular Price — Get
Second For Ope Cent.

Limiltdl Top Stk On Hnnd

CHOIGE OF

365 Botany
Man's Sut
from Jim's Style
Shop

—tr -

£65 Easter (uutfit
from Yalffie's Stvle
Shop
16 customer making
largest dollar
volume purchase
on Chivk Dny
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Hewitt-Ware has recovered from huge financial
‘oszes in two major fires in the past two decades. On
S 20, 1962 the main Taylor Springs elevator bumed
“o @e ground. The midnight fire apparently started in
i5e com cob room and moved quickly up the wooden
swenor of the 75fcot tall structure. About 40,000
Se=ts's of stored soybeans and com were destroyed.
The eclevator was rebuilt soon thereafter,
== s storage capacity to 150,000 bushels. At the
S = f2 a2 new office building was erected, allowing

major fires in 20 vears . . .

the company tc move all its business records and retail
display area from Berry Street in Hillsboro to the Taylor
Springs property.

In 1980 the Hewitt-Ware warehouse on School
Street was totally destroyed by fire. Because of the
hazardous insecticide and herbicide chemicals stored in
that warehouse, the company suffered enormous clean-
up expenses as required by EPA, in addition to the in-
ventory loss.
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Our Coffeen facility . . .

Coffeen Grain Company was purchased by bushels, and a new office building was also erected.
Hewitt-Ware Feed & Supply Co. in 1953 from Arthur The business was operated for more than 25
Carlock. In recent years it has been enlarged to become years by Joe and Pearl Herman of Coffeen, who retired
the firm’s largest facility with storage capacity of 160,000 in 1980. It is now managed by Mark Voyles.

Some of Hewitt-Ware’s rolling stock.
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Our Tavlor Springs facility . . .

The Taylor Springs elevator became the
headquarters of Hewitt-Ware Feed & Supply Co. in the
early 1960s. After the August 1962 fire that destroyed
the main unit, the company built a larger, 150,000
bushel-capacity elevator, a separate office building and a
Giguid suspension fertilizer blending plant, the first in
Montgomery County.

Eight years ago a shed was erected to house the
frm's rolling stock, which includes three large hopper-

bottom hauling trucks, four flotation-tired spray trucks
and two smaller spray outfits, and numerous other
vehicles.

Hewitt-Ware’s Taylor Springs facility now offers
complete agricultural services -- seed cleaning,
processing and storage; grinding and mixing; fertilizer
blending; crop spraying; wholesale and retail sales of
seed, feeds, fertilizer, insecticides, herbicides and many
other farm products and supplies.
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Richard and Roy Hewitt in 1981.
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t-Ware poem

ks for our Christmas party in 1954

your feed.
d clean your seed.

~ks and cull your hens.
Feed they fill your bins.

r for each cow and horse
yump by Fairbanks Morse.

ler they warm your Brood
supplies them with food.

hten your home
it is your own.

iuce a lot of feed
{ybrid quality seed.
out on your farm
chickens warm.

e full of Oyster Shell.

supply your needs
- or seeds or Feeds.
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This book published August, 1981
by The Hillsboro and Montgomery County NEWS,
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